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Tuesday 19th December 
 School Closes for Christmas break 

 Wednesday 3rd January 
 School re-opens for the            

Spring Term 

Thursday 4th January 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 25th January 
Year 9 Options Parents’ Evening 

 Thursday 1st February 
Duke of Edinburgh  

Presentation Evening, 6.30pm 
 
 

Thursday 15th February 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 16th February 
Year 9 Reports Issued 

  

Monday 19th February  
to Friday 23rd February 

Half-term holiday 

Thursday 1st March 
World Book Day 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
 

Friday 16th March 
Year 11 Reports Issued 

 
Monday 19th March 

Sport Relief Week 

 
Thursday 29th March 
Year 8 Reports Issued 

School Closes for Easter break 

 
Monday 16th April 

School re-opens for the  
Summer Term 

 

 

Replacement Bus Passes can now be ordered on-line at www.staffordshire.gov.uk by entering Replacement 
School Bus Pass in the search Box on the Council’s main web homepage to locate the on-line application 
form. 
 
A new bus route is now servicing Newcastle, Silverdale and Keele.  It provides safe reliable transport for  
students who  attend Madeley  School. The route is Newcastle (Bus stop opposite Aldi), Thistleberry  
Public House, Keele Roundabout, Silverdale (various stops), Keele Sneyd Arms before travelling to Madeley 
School. The homeward journey would be the reverse of the above leaving school at 3.40pm.  If you would 
like further information please contact  Tel: 01782 987800 and ask to speak to Mrs Bonfiglio. 

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/
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We have reached the end of another very busy and successful term at Madeley School.  
 
The term started extremely well, only 14 weeks ago in fact, as we welcomed our new Year 7               
students.  It is hard to believe that they have been here for such a short time as I watch them walk  
confidently around the school, having formed new and lasting friendships. 
 
Over the last term, our students have continued to excel in a number of areas and the focus on         
academic achievement has been ongoing.  We have seen the introduction of a revised approach to 
teaching, learning and assessment which is already having a positive impact on our already high    
standards and expectations as we endeavor to inspire excellence on a daily basis.  Our students proudly 
wear their new uniform as we strive to embed our core values and work hard each day to embed our 
new behaviour for learning strategy.   
 
Once again there has been an extensive range of extracurricular events and enrichment opportunities 
which highlights the willingness of students to get involved and staff being prepared to go the extra 
mile in organising such a wide range of activities.  Our students have told us that they want more  
opportunities like this, especially at lunchtime, and we are delighted that with a few minor  
adjustments, and commitment from our wonderful staff, a comprehensive range of activities and clubs 
will be on offer, every lunchtime, from January. 
 
Madeley School continues to flourish because of the commitment of students, staff and parents and 
we celebrate outstanding achievement as well as the personal enrichment and development of our  
students.  We look forward to launching our core value ‘wall of fame’ in January as we seek to  
celebrate and recognise our students’ personal triumphs in these areas.   
 
Please enjoy reading our newsletter, which is crammed with stories of success, talent and academic 
progress. 
 
I would like to join with my colleagues at Madeley by wishing all of our students and their families/
carers a very Happy Christmas and New Year.   
 
We look forward to the challenges and opportunities of 2018. 
 
Best Wishes 

 
 
 

L Nixon 
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Hello, we are Valentina and Guy, Head Boy and Head Girl of Madeley School. We hope     
everyone has had a great first term, including the new year 7s that have joined us this year.  
So far this year, we, along with the prefects, have hosted the annual open evening, showing 
prospective students and parents alike what resources Madeley has to offer, as well as the 
values we hold has a school. We gave them tours, made a speech to welcome them, and 
answered any questions they had. In the science department there was a particularly       
impressive demonstration, where people chose their favourite experiment, including Miss 
Austin’s famous “screaming jellybaby” experiment. Thank you to all the prefects who gave 
up their evening to welcome potential new faces to the school, and making the day run 
smoothly, we think it was a success. 
 

The senior prefects got to show off their public speaking skills in the Awards Evening for students who had done especially 
well the previous year, by opening the presentation with a speech on a subject they are passionate about. Everyone’s 
speeches were excellently delivered, and we are proud of everyone who received awards. Eve Buckley performed for us 
on the guitar, displaying the school’s musical side, and a previous student talked to us about our paths beyond Madeley, 
which was helpful as well as insightful. Another well done to the senior prefects for delivering interesting speeches.  The 
senior prefects also recently helped host the Year 7 Christmas party, which was very eventful. Awards were handed out 
for achievement and attendance, with prizes for those who received them too. We, along with the peer mentors, set up 
the games and helped in the planning of them, and we feel that the Year 7s enjoyed them. A big thank you to Miss Good-
head for arranging the party and keeping it organised.  
 
So far we have held a Douglas McMillan bake sale and many students in our year are eager for us to fundraise for our 
prom, and we have already been selling reindeer food in time for Christmas. The leaver’s hoodies have been ordered for 
the year 11s and we have recently started editing the year book. There are many more events planned to follow in the 
new year, the most recent is the Christmas concert which is packed with a variety of styles from talented pupils through-
out all the year groups. 
 
Thank you for  the brilliant start to the year and congratulations for doing great in the mocks. We wish everyone a safe 
and merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! 
Valentina and Guy 

The new and streamlined Madeley Parliament     
members convened this week for their first meeting 
to discuss and review the Autumn term.  
 
Lots of changes have taken place in school since the 
last meeting and Form Representatives were eager to 
discuss many different topics such as lunch times,  
uniforms, the timings of the school day, IET activities 
and many more!   We decided to focus on the 'Hot 
Topics' of Inspiring Excellence Time and the new    
behaviour system in order to reflect upon its           
implementation across the school and review its    
impact from a student perspective.  
 
Form Representatives will be holding discussions with form groups this week and Mrs Farrington will be  
collating the feedback to reflect upon during our next meeting: ensuring that the student voice is heard.  
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We regularly send information emails to parents and carers,  
if you do not currently receive these or if you need to update 
any of your contact details, please email us at 
office@madeley.staffs.sch.uk  to update your details. 

The Year 10 Peer Mentors at Madeley School have worked alongside the new Year 7 forms to ensure their 
transition was as smooth as possible.  
 
During the two transition days the Peer Mentors assisted form tutors and students by briefing all the  
students about what life at Madeley is like. Anti-bullying week served as a valuable learning platform and 
stage for Peer Mentors to express key views and ideas about how to overcome bullying and how bullying 
can affect people in many different ways.  
 
As well as holding a poster competition, the Mentoring team performed a small play that explored how  
peoples differences can cause them to be targets for bullying, we got some amazing reviews from teachers 
and students alike.  
 
Weekly activities also take place to further assist students to allow them to grow and learn as individuals. 
Paired reading sessions and our newly introduced clinic allow students to excel in reading and also approach 
a friendly face where they may discuss issues that are affecting their school work or everyday lives.  
 
A Year 7 Christmas dinner followed by a party took place on Friday 6th December to allow students to spend 
time with their friends and share the true sprit of Christmas.  
 
The Peer Mentor team here at Madeley School endeavour to give our newest students a school experience 
that they will never forget.  
 
All of the Peer Mentors are really enjoying their experience with the Year 7s and we all hope we can         
continue our excellent work.  

 
Review by Z Bailey and J Lloyd (Year 10)  

mailto:jg@madeley.staffs.sch.uk
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Well done to the Class of 2017 who achieved the best results in Staffordshire on the new tougher Maths 5+ 
measure. 74% of our students gained a grade 5 or higher which puts us at the very top of the county! 
 
Furthermore, the school ranked 5th in Staffordshire on the new English 5+ measure (74%), and finished an 
impressive 2nd in Staffordshire on the new grade 5+ in English & Maths (65%). In addition, the performance 
of girls is nothing short of exceptional, with 91% achieving 4+ in English, and 79% at 5+ in English. Overall, 
82% of girls achieved English  & Maths at 4+ which is above any of the local single sex schools in North 
Staffordshire and Cheshire.   
 
A big congratulations also goes to numerous other subjects in school on their impressive results.  Our        
positive Progress 8 score of 0.12, which is one of the highest in Staffordshire, reflects fantastic outcomes in 
these subjects. 
 

 

Mr Ostrowski, Assistant Principal reported: “The 2017 GCSE results are quite simply exceptional. Not only are 

we the highest performing school in Staffordshire in some measures, we have broken many school records 

and are ranked 2nd  in Staffordshire on the new government measure of 5+ in English & Maths. The             

performance of girls will place us as one of the highest performing schools nationally. We are obviously     

delighted with these outcomes as we continue to inspire excellence. These results certainly are excellent,    

and we are now working hard to break all records again next year!” 

Headline Overall Boys Girls 

English & Maths 4+ 78% 72% 82% 

English & Maths 5+ 65% 60% 68% 

English 4+ 84% 74% 91% 

English 5+ 74% 66% 79% 

English 7+ 28% 18% 34% 

Maths 4+ 85% 88% 83% 

Maths 5+ 74% 76% 73% 

Maths 7+ 24% 28% 21% 
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The Shaw Education Trust held its inaugural ‘graduation’ ceremony for Key Stage 3 students on 2nd October 
at Keele University. The Exceptional Achievement Award ceremony celebrates the success of year 9  
students, across all academies in the Trust, who have performed above and beyond expectation. The event 
brought together students from each of its secondary phase schools:  students from Blackfriars Academy, 
Coppice Academy, Castlebrook High School, Great Barr Academy, Madeley School, Saxon Hill Academy,  
Walton Hall Academy and Wolstanton High School joined with their parents and head teachers to share their 
success.   Jo Morgan, Chief Executive at Shaw Education Trust said, “We believe that every young person can 
achieve great things; our academies provide the opportunity for all to excel. We want to celebrate our young  
peoples’ success and promote aspiration through high achievement.” 

Our trip to Standon Bowers was  fun, educational and memorable. When we first got there we were greeted by 
our instructors.  We then had a tour around the site, chose our groups, and were given our duties.         
Afterwards we did the high ropes course and ground maps. Next we had our tea and went to our dorms.   
On Tuesday we woke up bright and early and went down for breakfast. We travelled to the rocky roaches 
where we went scrambling and then walking. It was frightfully cold and muddy, most of us got drenched with 
rain and plastered with mud.  I think we would all agree that the scrambling was the most tough as we had to 
climb down the murder hole which was a small gap in the rock. 
 
On Wednesday We went climbing at the centre’s climbing wall, practiced our archery skills and started our BMX 
training. At night we went on a night walk across fields and did stargazing.  On Thursday we went Alderley Edge 
where we went on a lovely walk and learnt all about the myths and legends of the place. The best bit was the 
caving. It used to be a copper mine and was full of clay that we even put on our faces. We also had to squeeze 
our bodies through tight cracks in the rock. It was very scary.  At night we has a campfire and had our own tal-
ent show and roasted marshmallows. Mrs Lee taught us the scissor game.  On Friday we finished off our BMX 
skills by going on the big ramps and attempting to complete them. We also did bridge building, some of us got 
wet! We then had a leaving ceremony. Our group won as we had allocated the most points over the week. We 
were all sad to leave as we had a great time. Thanks to Mrs Lee & Miss Holmes for taking us! 
Review by A. Day and M. Lowe 
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It seems like a long while ago now but in the last week of the summer term Year 7 enjoyed a trip to  
Normandy, below are a few pics and  a review of their brilliant week away. 

We had to arrive at school very early on the morning that we were travelling to France.  We set off on Sunday 
morning at 6am.  The journey was long and we were all very tired, however we got to watch films and did 
have quite a few toilet stops! 
 
We arrived at the Bon Sejour hostel at around 8pm where we had a safety talk and then went to our rooms 
to unpack.  We then went down for tea and went outside for a little while, it was a gorgeous view , we could 
see the sea and part of the cliffs on the coast.   
 
On our first full day we visited the famous Pegasus Bridge and learned all about World War 2.  In the after-
noon we visited Honfleur which was very pretty, we were able to do some shopping and they had the best ice 
cream shops! 
 
Another town we visited was Bayeux where we were given the choice to see either the Bayeux Tapestry or 
walk around the market.  The tapestry was amazing and there were plenty of bargains to be had in the  
market.  We ate crepes and went to a 360 degree cinema where we watched a World War 2 film.  Then in the 
afternoon we visited a goat farm in Arromanches where we learnt about the history of the farm and we even 
got to feed the goats, the farm also had the best apple juice to sample.   Later we got to go swimming at the  
hostel where the slides were a big hit and in the evenings we were able to play volleyball, rounders and  
cricket on the beach. 
 
We then slept ready for the following day and the long journey back home.  When we arrived back home we 
were greeted by the loving sight of all our parents, overall it was an amazing week away in a foreign country 
and I wish we could do it all again with the same people! 
 
Review by M Lowe, J Barlow, L Stirland & L Audzeyeva-Mesie 
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This year’s Presentation Evenings were held on 11th October for lower school and 8th November for the class 
of 2017.  Both evenings were well attended by students and parents.  This year’s musical performance at the 
lower school presentation evening was from Eve Buckley in Year 11, who although she was unwell, gave a 
wonderful performances and the senior student team led a thoughtful and positive review of the year. Jessie 
James from Year 10 performed at ‘The Class of 2017’ Presentation Evening, delivering another wonderful  
performance.  
  
This year as we did last year we invited past students to be our guest speakers. James Ball who is working for 
British Airways as well as studying for his degree gave a very inspiring speech to the lower school presentation 
evening, and Heather Locker, who owns her own Florist in Leek and who is also a photographer was in  
attendance at the class of 2017 evening. Both the speakers were excellent, sharing their stories with students 
and leaving them very much inspired by what they heard and the experiences that they have had since leaving 
Madeley.  It was lovely to share the evening with students and very proud parents and to catch up with the 
class of 2017 who seem to have grown so much over the last six months.   It was wonderful to hear about 
what they have been doing since they left us in the summer to go to college and work placements.  Again  
congratulations to all students who won awards on the evening and for the Class of 2017 who achieved record 
breaking GCSE results here at Madeley School. 

Once again on 4th October our Open Evening  both staff and students of Madeley School were very proud to 

showcase what the school can offer.  There was an overwhelming response from the prospective parents 

during the evening which allowed us to gauge number for next year’s intake. The numbers were extremely 

encouraging and we are predicting very high numbers in September 2018. 
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In October Yr 9/10 students at Madeley School went on an education trip to London. This trip was a cross 
curricular trip which covered topics studied in PE, English, Drama and History.   Enroute we took an  
educational tour around Wembley Stadium which included sitting in a VIP box, touring the dressing rooms, 
sitting in the press room and shouting “HELLO WEMBLEY” at the top of our lungs (my favourite part of the 
tour). After we had a quick stop off for tea before going to see “School of Rock” performed at New London 
Theatre where we climbed “to the top of mount rock” and partied the night away! I really enjoyed School of 
Rock as it was the first West End show I had ever been too!  
 
The following day we awoke early for the highlight of many people’s trip – Harry Potter Studios.  
The studios display all the props and costumes used in the actual films along with the sets. My favourite set 
was the Hogwarts Express as you could pretend to go to platform 9 and 3 quarters as well as embark on the 
train. After this we made our way back to the West End to watch “The Play That Goes Wrong” at the  
Duchess Theatre. “The Play That Goes Wrong” had my sides splitting from the very beginning and I have  
never laughed so hard in my entire life. Predictable but comical! 
 
The next day we packed our bags but before saying goodbye to London we paid a visit to The National      
History Museum where we got to look at Dinosaur remains and animal fossils. My favourite part was the 
human biology section as I am really interested in how our bodies work.   Then it was time to bid farewell to 
London but I am sure I speak for everyone when I say it was a great trip. Thank you so much to Mrs Lee,  
Mrs Skelding, Miss Holmes and Mr Royal for joining us on this trip and putting up with all our outrageous joy 
and excitement!    Review by Z Bailey  
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Keeping children safe is everyone's business  

As a parent, carer, relative, neighbour, member of the public or a professional who has contact with children, 
you may be concerned about the welfare and safety of your own child or a child you know. These concerns 
could be about their appearance, behaviour, development or how they are being cared for. 

Support, advice and concerns 

If you need support and advice or have any concerns, please contact Staffordshire County Council's First  
Response Service on 0800 13 13 126 

Lines are open Monday-Thursday 8:30am-5:00pm and Friday 8:30am-4:30pm 

If you think a child or young person is at immediate risk please don't delay - dial 999 to contact the police.  

Further information is available at the link below:- 

https://www.staffsscb.org.uk/ParentsCarers/Information-for-Parents-and-Carers.aspx 
 

Madeley School’s safeguarding team are as follows: 
 
Mr L Hope  Designated Safeguarding Lead 
Mr K Green  Deputy Safeguarding  
Mrs A Snape Deputy Safeguarding 
Miss E Bousted Deputy Safeguarding and Looked After Children Coordinator 
 

For general advice about any issues regarding safeguarding or support for pupils and parents the following link 
has useful links to contacts and resources: 
 
https://www.staffsscb.org.uk/ParentsCarers/Useful-Links/Useful-Links.aspx 

The attendance target for our school is 97%. 
 
The attendance from September to 4th December is as follows 
  

 

Year group Attendance percentage 

7 96.6% 

8 96.7% 

9 95.5% 

10 95.7% 

11 94.7% 

Total 95.84% 

https://www.staffsscb.org.uk/ParentsCarers/Information-for-Parents-and-Carers.aspx
https://www.staffsscb.org.uk/ParentsCarers/Useful-Links/Useful-Links.aspx
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Dealing with pressure online  
Sometimes it can feel awkward saying ‘no’ to people, especially if they’re someone close, such as a friend, 
boyfriend or girlfriend. This might be because you really like that person, you trust them and don’t want to 
let them down. However, if you do say no, any genuine friend or partner who cares for you and respects you 
will accept your decision.  
 
Unlike our real friends, people we don’t know online can try to convince us to 
do things, even when we have said no. This can feel tricky because, online, 
there can be lots of people asking all at the same time. An example of this 
could be when you are live streaming or ‘going live’, when often there are 
lots of people watching. These ‘viewers’ can encourage young people to do 
things they may not be OK with by bombarding them with lots of requests 
and comments. These requests can feel uncomfortable and can include     
asking a young person to chat one-to-one, asking for personal information,  
or asking them to do sexual things such as taking clothes off.  
 
Receiving lots of comments like this all at the same time can cause young people to feel under pressure.  
This pressure might not always be obvious, it might be lots of compliments, promising gifts or the prospect of 
more followers. This can make young people feel like they need to do what they are being asked, even if they 
don’t want to. When there are lots of people asking, sometimes it can feel like the only way to get them to 
stop is by doing what they want. These are all elements of pressure and this is wrong.  
 
If people online are asking you to do things that make you feel uncomfortable you can always say no, as  
difficult or awkward as this may feel. Even if the people seem nice and the other things they say to you make 
you feel good, you never have to do something you’re uncomfortable with and you always have a choice.  
 
There is more information on live streaming, and things to think about before going live, at 
www.thinkuknow.co.uk/11_13/need-advice/live-streaming/. www.thinkuknow.co.uk  

 
What if I’ve already done it?  
It is not uncommon for young people to experiment online, and talking to other people online can be fun. 
But sometimes this can lead to being tricked or pressured into doing something sexual whilst live streaming. 
If this has happened to you, you are not to blame.  
 
Doing something once does not mean you need to keep doing it. You can decide every time. If someone is 
asking you to do sexual things online, making you feel guilty for saying no, or telling you that doing  
something like this once means you have to keep doing it, this is blackmail and you should tell someone. 
Speak to an adult you trust or report to CEOP at www.ceop.police.uk.  
 
What if they keep asking?  
- Remove yourself from the conversation. This can give you time to think and respond. Lots of comments all 
at once can feel like you have no time to think, and sometimes this can lead young people to doing things 
they wouldn’t normally do. Take the time to think and remember that you always have a choice.  

- Trust your gut instinct and stick to this, even if people keep asking. If we hear something over and over we 
might start to think that it’s normal or ok, but it isn’t. Childline refer to a tactic called #listentoyourselfie – 
this means trusting your gut feeling.  

www.thinkuknow.co.uk  
 
If you are worried that you have been tricked by an adult whilst live streaming or 
whilst on any online platform, report it to CEOP at www.ceop.police.uk.  
No matter what you might have shared online, you are not to blame.  
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The new behaviour policy has started to be implemented this term. This involves a number system for each 
lesson and is allowing the school to monitor behaviour with more scrutiny than when compared to the  
previous policy.  
 
This is an evolving process and alongside the rewards system is being constantly evaluated. 
The data that we are collecting is allowing us to bench mark where we are at with behaviour so that we can 
review and put in earlier and more effective intervention to ensure we continue to raise the standards of  
behaviour in lessons and around school in general. 
 
The following shows some current data to highlight what behaviour is like in school.  The data below is a snap-
shot from the week ending 17th November 2017 using the new system.  Using the new behaviour scoring sys-
tem (1= Outstanding, 2= Good, 3= Requires Improvement and 4= Inadequate) the following show the  
average scores for behaviour. 

 
The scores above show that the average behaviour of all year groups and the school as a whole shows ‘good’ 
to ‘outstanding’ behaviour. 

Shaw Education Trust behaviour review 
A number of directors from the Shaw Education Trust have been into 
Madeley (October 2017) to complete a behaviour review of the new     
system. A report was completed and a number of recommendations have 
been made to support Madeley in working towards outstanding              
behaviour.  Since the report from SET, staff have met within a                  
development session to discuss the findings and to produce action points 
to implement the recommendations. A number of these  action points 
have been implemented already, which include increased staff presence 
at breaktimes and a system to allow an even better and orderly entry and exit of assemblies.  
 
Remove room 
The impact of the new system from the first half term to the beginning of December is also showing an impact 
on reducing certain behaviour. There has been a 25% reduction in the number of pupils being referred to the 
remove room and a 40% reduction in the number of incidents resulting in pupils going to the remove room. 
 
ACE room 
To support some of our pupils in school further we have set up the new ACE room which provides a package 
of support to pupils to provide a tailored curriculum to suit their current needs, such as, to catch up work, to 
deliver SEAL skills or to boost literacy and numeracy levels.  
 
The ACE room is a short stay intervention that allows a successful reintegration back into lessons.  Some KS4 
students use the ACE room as part of their alternative curriculum, 4 pupils follow the COPE curriculum and 3  
students complete coursework and do additional literacy and numeracy courses.   
 
The ACE team also deliver to 111 pupils a SEAL/ literacy programme (41 in Year 9, 42 in Year 8 and 28 in      
Year 7). 

Year group Average behaviour score for all pupils 

7 1.94 

8 1.96 

9 1.86 

10 1.86 

11 1.88 

Whole school 1.90 
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On Friday 3rd November year 7 students went to Carsington Water for the day. The aim of the trip was to 
give dedicated time for form tutors and students to spend with each other. Students successfully completed 
a walk around the reservoir, pausing for lunch at the halfway point and meeting up with the other forms to  
exchange observations on the trails that they had so far completed. During the walk, students had the  
opportunity to spot some wildlife on the scenic tour as well as making new friendships and getting to know 
their form tutor in a more informal setting.  At the end of the walk, both groups met and students had some 
time to explore the play area; which was very popular and taken over by Madeley students! In addition to 
this, they also got the chance to visit some of the shops in the courtyard. Some decided to opt for a souvenir, 
the most popular being the flour stress relievers!  After some more time with tutors and peer mentors  
students then regrouped for a whole cohort picture which was indeed difficult to take as Mrs Skelding had to 
continue stepping back to fit everybody on and the students kept following her! We finally got our picture 
which was a memorable token of the day and that led us to the coaches for a well-deserved rest! Well done 
to year 7 students for their exemplary behaviour throughout the trip and to form tutors for  supporting this 
as well as Mrs Skelding and Mrs Sheppardson for attending! 
 
Year 7 Parent forum  
The Year 7 Parent Forum on Thursday 9th November was a great opportunity to meet with parents to  
discuss how their child has settled into high school. It was also excellent to see so many parents having  
discussions together and for them to see some pictures and examples of work that Year 7 have produced so 
far. 

Year 7 Christmas Party  
The Year 7 Christmas party on Wednesday 6th December was a great success, students thoroughly enjoyed 
their Christmas lunch and sitting with their form and tutor. The party then moved to the hall where prizes 
and certificates were handed out to those for great achievements with behaviour, attendance and house 
points. From there, the senior prefect team supported by the peer mentors entertained year 7 with an array 
of party games from pass the parcel to musicals statues! It was a fun filled afternoon which was enjoyed by 
all! 
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Year 9 World War One Enrichment Day 
On Tuesday 7th November, Mr Dawkins and Mrs Yates set up a World War 
One Enrichment Day as it was nearing Remembrance Day.  We were told that 
fun activities would take place and it would be a brilliant day . . . and it was! 
 
The day started off by everyone in the class receiving characters who were all 
real people in the war, we then had to find out more about them.   
Afterwards we tried to guess what war related objects sat in ten boxes. In 
the boxes there were things such as a food flask, a cigarette tin, a compass 
and other war related things.  After this, we then tasted the sort of food they 
had to eat in the trenches.  We learnt that the higher classed soldiers e.g. the 
generals and commanders in the trenches got more and better quality food.  
Additionally, we learnt about what specific food some religious soldiers had 
to eat. 
 
Later on, we started to look at people such as Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon who were poets around this 
time.  Sassoon inspired Owen to write about his experiences on the western front through poetry.  The class 
wrote a poem of their own based on their assigned characters experiences.  Next, we were put into groups to 
create a WW1 display.  On this, we included our poems and additional things related to the tragic war. 
 
Finally, we finished the day by watching a video of some brave people who were involved in the First World War.  
It was really intriguing and taught us that we need to encourage people to carry on remembering the heroes that 
served us in this war.  Overall, the day taught everybody a lot and that we need to keep the memory of the    
people who showed us all courage, alive.  Mr Dawkins and Mrs Yates made the day really great and a fun way to 
learn about this important time. 

 

Students have started to engage with the Accelerated Reader program and STAR tests have been completed to 
work out student's reading levels. The library is in full swing in being set up now; with more books labelled and 
organised each week. The library space has been enhanced using displays too, which is lovely to see.  
Many Year 7 and 8 pupils worked hard to complete some lovely book spine designs for a bookshelf display. 
 
A number of competitions have been launched for Literacy Across the Curriculum including two Young Writers 
Competitions. The 'Truth or Dare' poetry entries were submitted last month and we are awaiting the results 
from this. The current competition, 'Stranger Sagas', has seen fantastic interest from all year groups, with some 
gripping stories submitted.  
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The school celebrated 60 years of education on Saturday 16th September 2017 with a fun day of games, stalls, 
refreshments and entertainment.  Past pupils (including one student who attended on the very first day),  
colleagues, members of the community, as well as many of our current students, parents and staff attended.   
 
It was wonderful to see everyone enjoying themselves and we were lucky that the weather held too.   
Memory Lane, with photos and information from years gone by was very popular for reminiscing, there was a 
fun dog show hosted by the Madeley LAP group, birds of prey display and interactive sessions, lots of games, 
craft stalls, a traditional skittle alley, a live band playing hits from the era the school was ‘born’, a buffet and 
plenty of other food and drink.   
 
Miss Goodhead was interviewed by the Sentinel newspaper and was able to give her perspective of Madeley 
as both an ex student and current member of staff.  The day was also an opportunity for everyone to see the 
alterations and improvements that had been made to the school over the summer holiday and of course we 
were also celebrating the school’s record breaking results!   
 
Lots of people were involved in the day but special mention must go to the Friends of Madeley, Madeley LAP 
group, Madeley First Responders, Mrs Gibson and Mrs Quinn from Aspens Catering, Mrs Bonfiglio,  
Mrs Bunker, Mr Green, Miss Goodhead, Mrs Goodwin and Ms Slight who all contributed to make the day a 
resounding success. 

The school participated in a national campaign to train students in the 
basics of CPR on Restart a Heart Day on 16th October 2017.  Statistics 
show that in countries such as Norway, where CPR is taught to all 
school age children, survival rates for people who suffer a heart attack 
are much greater than in countries where CPR is not taught.   
 
A team from Madeley First Responders were in school all day to teach 
our students CPR as well as leading a Q&A session afterwards.  They 
were ably assisted by the school’s nurse ambassadors and almost 200 
students were trained on the day.   Feedback from staff and students 
was excellent, so much so that we plan to have further CPR training 
sessions; Madeley First Responders have very generously agreed to 
give their valuable time again for future training, we are very grateful 
for their support. 
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Once again this term lots of fabulous  fundraising has taken place by our staff and students. 
 
Children in Need a fantastic £556 was raised by students and staff to support this worthwhile cause. 

Reverse Advent Calendar - During December our Year 9 students, with the support of their form tutors and  
parents, have organised a Reverse advent calendar to collect items for the food banks within our local area. 
We want to get into the true spirt of Christmas which means giving rather than receiving.  Students have been 
organising themselves so that a form member in each of the Year 9 forms have been bringing in an item every 
day some bring two or three items when it is their turn. There has been some healthy competition between 
the form tutors as to who has collected the most items as you would expect!  All items will be gathered       
together and delivered to the food banks on Tuesday 19th December. 

 
 Christmas Hampers - Year 9 have being doing a great job of  

collecting items for food hampers that will be distributed to families 
in the local area. 

City Dogs Home Support - Year 7 pupils have been collecting  
donations for the City Dogs Home in Stoke.  A small group of pupils 
went to visit the dogs and drop off all the donations, the Dogs Home 
were overwhelmed with the support shown and send a huge thank 
you! 

Christmas Jumper Day - Once again this year on Friday 15th December we will be supporting Save the  
Children Charity by wearing our Christmas jumpers and donating £1 on the day to this amazing charity. 
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New Young Enterprise team to build on success of last year 
This September saw keen entrepreneurs join together to form our Young Enterprise team 2017-18. Our new 
team consists of L. Annese, E. Barr, W. Denfhy, L. Misra, C. O’Neil, F. Passant, K. Sandhu, R. Steele and             
W. Sutton.  

Their first task was to attend a launch day at the Wedgwood visitors centre in Barlaston, where through a    
series of hands on, fun activities they worked through a number of sessions and learnt the importance of 
teamwork, creating brand identity and marketing strategies. It provided a positive rolling start for the team as 
they embarked on the Young Enterprise Company Programme.  It was a day of motivating challenges that built 
a clearer understanding of work and promoted enterprising attitudes and skills.  

This really motivated the team and helped them to come up with an idea for a pocket size revision guide for 
GCSE subjects. In late November, some of the group then had to pitch their idea to a team of business people 
at the Michelin tyre factory in Stoke. This pitch called “The Dragons Den” provided the team with an             
opportunity to develop and practice their presentation skills, to receive early feedback on their product from 
business experts and to identify opportunities for improvement. They found this experience   invaluable and 
are now in the process of developing their first batch of pocket size revision guides for GCSE Maths. We wish 
them every success with their exciting new product. 

Our Young Engineers meet after school on a Tuesday from 3:30 pm till 4:30pm. We invited Y5 pupils from Sir 
John Offley primary to visit us on 26th Sept, 3rd Oct and 10th Oct. Students had a go at Greenpower goblin 
car training and laser cutting an acrylic key ring.   
 
We have supported Baldwins Gate Primary laser cutting wooden crosses for Remembrance Day which             
students decorated with poppies. Mr Hardy also laser cut MDF Christmas decorations for pupils to decorate.  
A group of Y7 and Y8 students have been preparing for a Lego League event at Newcastle College in January. 
This year’s challenge is called 'Hydro Dynamics' and we have to look at the human water system, students 
will prepare a presentation in addition to designing and making a robot that will solve a number of            
challenges.  On Tuesday 14th November Y11 GCSE Graphic Products students visited The Design Office in 
Crewe. Students were set the task of finding out 'How it is made in Industry'. Kevin Edge gave pupils an      
excellent tour and talk. Thanks to Mr Royal for taking pupils in the minibus. 
 
Y10 KMF Young Engineer of the Year  

Friday 24th November saw a group of 11 year 10 students with   
support from Mr Whalley and Mr Hardy travel to Staffs Uni and get 
involved in the KMF Young Engineer Of The Year. The team have 
accepted the challenge to remodel the school’s Greenpower     
electric power car and with support from KMF and Chris Wayman 
from Staffs University hope to rebuild the car into winning shape 
for the up and coming 2018 Greenpower season. 
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Year 8 have been working really hard all term on their own version 
of 'A Muppet's Christmas Carol'.  

Some of the time, skill and effort that has been put into making 
the puppet's has been outstanding.  

It's not easy to learn lines and perform them through a puppet, so 
well done! 

Well done to Year 11 who have finally completed their Mock Examination.  The themes were 'Structures,  
Collections and Close up' and as you can see from the results below standards were high and we are very 
proud of their work. 

We have had lots of students performing in various productions outside of school some of which are          
highlighted below. 
 
On Saturday 25th November Year 7 and 8 pupils went to see Oliver at the Rep theatre in Stoke to support 
their English studies on Charles Dickens. Miss Leath, Mackenzie Gidman and Alex Dale were in this                
production.  
 
Tilly Harvey in Year 7 was in the production of Cats at the Regent at the end of November, and will be  
performing in a Christmas Carol at the Rep Theatre in Stoke. 
 
Hannah Molynux Year 9  and George    
Forsyth Y7 will be performing in the 
Christmas show 'Treasure Island' at the 
New Vic Theatre. 
Congratulations to them all! 
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We have currently got 31 Year 10 participants on the verge of completing their DofE Bronze Awards, they 
completed their qualifying expedition in September and have now just got to ensure all of their evidence is 
logged in order to complete.  

14 of the participants were also lucky enough to be invited to attend a VIP visit to Lacheswood Outdoor  
Centre in September to showcase their DofE skills to the Earl of Wessex HRH Prince Edward. 
 
There are also 19 silver participants awaiting completion of their award as well, they are due to complete 
over the Christmas Period. For the first time ever at Madeley we are looking at having a Gold Award running, 
which is incredibly exciting and will be a great opportunity for those involved.   
 
The new Bronze cohort from Year 9 have 43 enrolled within recent weeks, ready for the expedition season 
beginning in April. We look forward to celebrating all of these amazing achievements at the presentation 
evening in early February. 

The Year 10 peer mentors organised a variety of activities 
for the ABC week, starting with the “Odd sock day” on 
Monday 13th November to raise awareness of the event. 
  
There was a poster competition for Year 7 and Year 8  
pupils who designed posters to promote the main      
messages of the week which were: 
 

“All different, all equal” 
and 

“Don’t suffer in silence” 
 
The overall winners of the poster competition were 8LV 
(Space) with outstanding contributions from Ruby Mae 
O’Reilly, Libby Harper, Lottie O’Neill, Molly Lowe, Alice 
Day, Cody Waldron, George Matthews and Katie Watton. 
 
A powerful assembly, written and narrated by Zoë Bailey 
and starring Emma Barr with the help of the rest of the 
Y10 peer mentors was performed in assembly to Year 7 
and Year 8 pupils at the start of the week with Heads of 
Year delivering the messages to older year groups.  
 
Well done to everyone involved! 
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World Radiography Day 

The Royal Stoke Hospital hosted a World Radiography Careers Day on Wednesday 8th November, a number of 
our students were able to attend and take part and below is a review of their day. 
 
X-ray – when we went into the x-ray department we were taken into an x-ray room where we got to use all 
the equipment.  We managed to practice how the professionals would take x-rays on real bones.  They then 
showed us some x-rays that had been taken on real bones and how to recognise a fracture, break or fluid  
inflammation.  Finally one of the radiographers told us how to become a radiography specialist. 
 
CT – we went into the CT room learning that there are a lot of CT scanners in the hospitals, more than we   
expected.  This service supports a range of specialities within the hospital.  CT scanning is dedicated to cardiac 
scanning, paediatric imaging, muscular-skeletal neuro imaging along with specialised CT procedures.  Our 
group especially enjoyed this area as we learnt about different pathways radiography could lead us down in 
the future.  The staff were very pleasant and kind enough to let some of our students experience the very   
expensive CT scanner.  The main head of MRI was also in the room to educate us in the functional imaging and 
what this department of science can provide. 
 
Ultrasound – we walked into the ultrasound location of the hospital to find that there are around two dozen 
ultrasound services throughout the hospital and communities.  We were able to have a demonstration of one 
of the trainee students and looked at her kidney and liver through the use of the ultrasound.  We found this 
very interesting and would have liked to try it ourselves. 
 
From this visit we have discovered there are a lot of career opportunities that can be investigated further. 

Review by N. Locklin & C-M Weymouth 

We are immensely proud of the GCSE COPE group students, who as part of 
their course, planned, organised and successfully held a Christmas party for a 
group of students at The Meadows.   
 
Not only were they fantastic ambassadors for our school, but they       
demonstrated great team-working skills, problem solving and leadership.  
The teaching staff at The Meadows and their students said what a wonderful 
event it had been and staff invited Madeley School to work with them again 
on similar projects in the future. The event was the culmination of twenty 
hours work which will earn them two credits towards their GCSE  
qualification.   
 
Many thanks to Mrs Mander for all the organisation and her fantastic work 
with the group. 
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A huge well done to the 205 Madeley students who have taken part in extra-curricular PE and school sport 
this Autumn term. The programme of activities will commence again in the new year so don’t forget to 
check out Madeley Sports Weekly and get involved.  Many congratulations to Rosa Bailey-Parr and Heather 
Bowler who were the winners of the PE Passport draw for participation in extra-curricular PE.  
 
Girls Football 
September saw the return of the extra-curricular girls football club, and along with 
our regular players we've also welcomed some promising new talent in the year 7s 
and 8s.  The introduction of IE time has also allowed a further group of girls the 
opportunity to enjoy the game and practice their skills. 
 
Our u14s, having received a bye in the first round will be off to Rugeley this term 
hoping to progress to the next round of the County Cup. The Y7,8 & 9 girls will also 
be competing in the Newcastle Schools Futsal tournament at Keele. 
 
 
Boys Football 
 
U14 Boys 
County Cup – Unfortunately the boys bowed out of the competition at the first round stage following a  
narrow 4-3 defeat away against Biddulph. 
 
Newcastle School League – The boys have made an encouraging start to this year’s re-vamped competition 
with 2 wins (Newcastle Academy & UAK), 1 draw (Clayton) and 1 defeat (SJF). The boys will face every    
Newcastle school in the district, unlike in previous years where there has been an ‘A’ league and ‘B’ league. 
The remaining fixtures will take place in the new year.  
 
U15 Boys 
County Cup – As with the u14s the u15s also exited the competition at the first hurdle with a heavy defeat 
against a strong Haywood team. The Newcastle schools league for the u15s commences after February ½ 

term and I’m sure the boys will be keen to mount a serious challenge in this competition. 
 
Year 8 Boys County Cup 
Round 1 of the County Cup saw Madeley drawn against Ormiston Sir Stanley Matthews Academy. The boys 
started the game brightly and scored an early goal going into the break 1-0 up. OSSMA came out fighting in 
the second half and it paid off as they drew level. Madeley then clawed their way back into the match, and 
scored 3 quick goals to put the game to bed. Madeley won the match 3-1.  In round 2 of the County Cup 
Competition we were drawn at home against Oldfields. We started the match confidently and very direct 
and should have been 3-0 up at the interval. However, we were only winning 1-0 and Oldifelds hit back early 
in the second half and grew in confidence, peppering the Madeley goal with shots. Madeley lost the  
match 4-2. 
 
Year 11 Boys County Cup 
Madeley were drawn against King Edward School in Round 1 of the County Cup and with a solid                   
performance, won the match and progressed to round 2. Madeley passed the ball well at times but often 
counter attacked their opponents. An early goal from Tyler Mathers gave Madeley a 1-0 lead at the break. 
The second half saw Madeley go 2-0 up through Harry Minshall but King Edward pulled a goal back to make 
it a tense finish. Two late goals saw off a tough match.  Round 2 saw Madeley drawn against a strong        
Biddulph High School team who had a number of academy players representing their school. Madeley were 
under constant pressure and ended the game losing 7-0. The boys never gave up but this was to be the end 
of their County cup campaign.  
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Badminton 
U14 & U16 Boys Newcastle Schools Badminton Tournament  
In the U14 boys’ competition, the squad were unfortunately 
drawn in the same pool as last year’s county finalists Clayton.  
Despite a resounding 5-0 victory against Wolstanton, a result  
reversal against Clayton meant the boys were runners up in the 
group and didn’t qualify for the semi-final stage. The experience 
will prove extremely useful when the North Staffs League  
commences in the new year. 
 
The U16 boys found the going similarly challenging in their  
competition, finishing winless in their 3 games. I’m sure they too will learn from the experience and make 
amends in their North Staffs school campaign.  
 
The Key Stage 4 girls team were the reigning champions for the competition, hoping to hold their title for 
another year.  They had a promising start, with convincing wins against Wolstanton and Newcastle-Under-
Lyme School.  However when they came up against their strongest opposition Clayton, they couldn’t quite 
take the match. This ended with them coming runners up in the tournament overall. Well done to all the 
team. 

 
Volleyball 
The Friday volleyball club continues to provide high quality coaching and 
competition for Madeley students. Congratulations go to the U16 boys and 
girls teams who have both reached the last 16 of the National Cup. We very 
much look forward to following their journey in the pursuit of National  
honours.  Many thanks go to Newcastle Staffs Volleyball Club for their  
tireless work in providing outstanding school-club links.  

 

Netball  
U16 - The U16s went up a league due to their successful season last year, 
however they have been finding the competition tough as a result of the 
step up. With one more league game to go, it’s all to play for for the final 
league positions. 

U14 - The U14 team are in a similar position to the U16s finding themselves 
in a stronger league than previous years, a mixed bag of results so far, with 
some very tight games, the team haven’t quite managed to clinch the win 
yet, but I am confident that this will come in the next couple of matches in 
the coming weeks! 

Both the U14 and U16 team competed at the Staffordshire County Netball tournament at the beginning of 
November, Madeley were one of the only non-grammar and non-private schools attending the competition. 
This meant that the competition was fierce! Both teams, although they didn’t make it past the group stages, 
fought really hard in every game! The organisers commented on how well-mannered all of the Madeley girls 
were, as well as how well they played within the spirit of the game! Well done! 

Cheerleading 
Cheerleading is one of the new clubs on offer at Madeley over recent months. It has been incredibly popular 
across all year groups. We have been incredibly lucky to have Tanya, a qualified cheerleading coach in to run 
the sessions, this will continue as a club next term due to its popularity.  
 
The girls currently involved are preparing a performance for the Christmas Concert at the end of term.  

Good luck, girls! 
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U14 Boys Rugby 
North Staffs schools tournament – A squad of 9 braved the arctic 
like conditions at Trentham Rugby club at the end of November.  
 
Although the boys suffered defeats against SJF, Trentham and 
Clayton, their resilience, determination and tenacity was second 
to none. But above all their enthusiasm for the oval ball remains 
undiminished.  

At the start of the academic year all students participated in house x-country during PE lessons, it was a 
pleasure to see such a competitive element from the students. Many congratulations to following pupils 
who were crowned House X-Country Champions; 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the changes in the school day the regular lunchtime house competition moved to IET time on 
Wednesday and Thursday. Over the past half term the PE department have been running the indoor House 
Futsal Competition. The winners to date have been the following; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Although it’s early days, Fire are setting the early pace. Do the other houses have what it takes to rein them 
in? Only time will tell! 

1st Fire 70.5pts 
2nd Air 60pts 

3rd Water 53pts 
       4th Space 40pts 

5th Earth 33.5pts 

Y10 
Scarlett Cotton 10PG (Fire) 
Will Denfhy 10AJW (Space) 
 
Y11 
Alisha Campbell 11JK (Fire) 
James Cook 11EF (Earth) 

Y8 Boys 
8RE (Water) 
Y8/9 Girls 
8AY/9LF (Fire) 

Y7 
Lizzie Gething 7LD (Fire) 
Harrison Kettle 7AM (Space) 
Y8 
Katie Watton 8LV (Space) 
Kenny Freeman 8ND (Earth) 
Y9 
Rebecca Gaskell 9CL (Air) 
Connor Middleton 9JL (Water) 

Y7 Boys 
7HL (Water) 
Y7Girls 
7LD (Fire) 


